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University of Toronto Wind Symphony 

Tony Gomes, conductor 

PROGRAM 


Rocky Point Holiday (1969) 

Ron Nelson 

(b. 1929) 

Illyrian Dances (1986) 

i. Rondeau 
//. Aubade 

Hi. Gigue 

Guy Woolfenden 

(b. 1937) 

Rhapsody for Alto Saxophone (2010) 

Andre Waignein 

(b. 1942) 

soloist, Russell Lu 


The Big Apple Symphony (1993) 

i. Skyline - Allegro Assai 
//. Times Square Cadenza 

II Gotham - Largamente/Allegro agitato e nervosa/Con grandeza 

Johan DeMeij 

(b. 1953) 
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Program Notes 


Ron Nelson (b. 1929) 

Rocky Point Holiday (1969) 

Ron Nelson wrote his first composition at age 
six and began studying piano that same year. 
Rocky Point Holiday was Ron Nelson's first 
major work for wind band. Nelson said, “It was 
commissioned in 1969 by Frank Bencriscutto 
for the University of Minnesota Concert Band’s 
Russian tour. Frank wanted an ‘Americana’ 
piece to open the program. This was a pivotal 
moment in my notion of wind ensemble 
scoring, in which I focused on orchestrating 
in an extremely transparent way.” Others have 
commented that they felt Rocky Point marked 
a change in the overall philosophy of scoring 
for wind band. Fie goes on to say, “This style 
had its genesis at Eastman. I came from 
huge, Revelli style bands in Joliet and had 
that sound in my ear. Then I got to Eastman 
and heard this very tight, sinewy sound in the 
form of the Eastman Wind Ensemble under 
Frederick Fennell. This sound was seeping 
into my musical consciousness, and it was 
not until I got away from it that I realized how 
important this experience was.” 

Notes by Sean Smith 

Guy Woolfenden (b. 1937) 

Illyrian Dances (1986) 

The composer writes: “The precise 
geographical location of Illyria was not 
important to Shakespeare. What excited him 
was the resonance of the word itself and 
the romance of all far away, make-believe 
places. Illyria is Never Never Land and the 
idea of inventing dances for such a place 
intrigued me.” This suite of three dances was 
commissioned by the British Association 
of Symphonic Bands and Wind Ensembles 
and was given its first performance in 
1986. A rondeau was a medieval and early 
Renaissance dance of moderate pace with 
a rigid pattern of repetition. The serenity of 
a breaking dawn is the theme behind an 
aubade. It also refers to a song or poem about 
lovers separating at daybreak. A gigue is a 
lively Baroque dance from France that had 
origins in the British jig and was danced by the 
nobility at social occasions. 


Andre Waignein (b. 1942) 

Rhapsody for Alto Saxophone (2010) 

In the first movement the solist develops 
virtuosic arabesques, strung together to 
create an uncertain sound world which 
combines technical reliability with natural 
harmonic shifts. Expressiveness and 
musicality are the distinguishing features 
of the second movement: the saxophone’s 
characteristic rich sounds invite a sense of 
serenity. The colour and atmosphere allow 
one freedom to daydream and to imagine. The 
third movement opens with a Tarantellain in 
the orchestra. The tempo is extremely fast, in 
striking contrast to the calm of the preceding 
movement. The melodic line is lively and 
varied. Supported by rhythmic motifs and 
on one occasion exposed, it progresses to a 
brilliant unison passage, which compounds 
the senses of virtuosity. Highlighted by a 
remarkable and convincing show of force, the 
Rhapsody for alto Saxophone concludes with 
a final majestic and breathtaking flourish. 

Notes by Andre Waignein 


Notes by... 


Johan DeMeij (b. 1953) 

The Big Apple Symphony (1993) 

My Second Symphony is an ode to New York: 
not strictly programmatic music but rather a 
musical interpretation of the spirit, glamour 
and indifference of one of the most fascinating 
cities in the world. 

The first movement, ( Skyline ) depicts the 
massive facade, the ‘global’ contours of New 
York; in the second movement ( Gotham ) the 
brutal, chaotic aspects of the metropolis are 
introduced. 

Listening to this symphony is perhaps as 
enervating as an actual visit to Manhattan. 

The listener is scarcely granted a moment 
of calm: even the more subdued passages 
are invariably accompanied by an obstinate 
rumbling in the background — the music 
never really quietens down... 

The Big Apple 

The name The Big Apple was often used 
during the twenties by jazz musicians: if you 
managed to play in the New York jazz clubs 
you had made it, you had the ‘Big Apple’ in 
the palm of your hand! Today, however, the 
bright red apple functions as a symbol of the 
city: a welcome object in the souvenir shops, 
where post cards, pencil sharpeners, t-shirts 
and posters depict in countless variations 
this trademark of New York. The subtitle of 
the second movement, Gotham, is another 
nickname for the city. 

Time Square Cadenza 
My initial plan of writing a three movement 
symphony with a slow middle movement 
was soon abandoned since this was not in 
keeping with the frenetic energy, turmoil and 
the accelerated pulse beat that I always feel 
during my visits to the Big Apple. To preserve 
the tension between the two movements the 
idea emerged of a non-musical intermezzo: 
Times Square Cadenza, a compilation of city 
sounds I personally recorded, which links the 
two movements of the symphony together 
into a single uninterrupted whole. 


Notes by Johan DeMeij 


Up next... 


U of T Symphony Orchestra 

Chad Hetzel, conductor 
Francois Koh, conductor 
Samuel Tam conductor 

Sat, Nov 21 @ 7:30 pm 
MacMillan Theatre 

Wagner - Prelude to the Mastersingers of Nuremberg 

Strauss - Blue Danube Waltz 

Ravel - La Valse 

Gershwin - American in Paris 

Tickets: $20, $10 student 


U of T Concert Orchestra 

Paul Widner, conductor 

Mon, Nov 23 @ 7:30 pm 
Walter Hall 

Free 


Wind Ensemble 

Gillian Mackay, conductor 

Sat, Nov 28 @ 7:30 pm 
MacMillan Theatre 

Newman Blow it Up and Start Again 
Macdonald Tabula Rasa 
Meyerowltz Three Comments on War 
Shapiro Lights Out 
Bartok Folk Dances (ed. Pinchin) 
Sparke Dance Movements 

Tickets: $30, $20 senior, $10 student 


Buy tickets on music.utoronto.ca or call 416-408-0208 




Thank you for your support! 
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gave annual gifts of $1,000 or more between May 1,2014 and September 1,2015, in support of our students and programs. 
Thank you for the part you are playing in advancing the cause of music education in Canada. 
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